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Prophetic Symbolism in Exodus 12

Every shadow in the Passover finds its substance in Jesus Christ — the true Lamb of God.

1. The Passover Lamb — A Type of Christ

“Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year...” (Exodus 12:5)

Symbol: The Passover lamb represents Jesus Christ, the 'Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world' (John 1:29).

Fulfillment: Chosen from among the flock, Jesus was born among us - Immanuel, God with us.
Male, without blemish - points to Christ’s sinless perfection (1 Peter 1:18-19).

\

2. The Timing of the Lamb — God’s Prophetic Calendar

“On the tenth day of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb... and you shall keep it
until the fourteenth day.” (Exodus 12:3, 6)

Symbol: The selection and slaying schedule of the Passover lamb revealed the prophetic timeline
of Christ’s death. '

Fulfillment: On the 10th of Nisan, Jesus rode into Jerusalem in His Triumphal Entry - presenting
Himself as the spotless Lamb of God (John 12:12-13).

For four days He was examined by priests and rulers - fulfilling the inspection of the lamb for

blemishes.
On the 14th of Nisan, while lambs were being slain in the Temple, Jesus was crucified outside the city
(Mark 15:25; John 19:14).

3. The Slaying of the Lamb

“...the whole assembly of Israel shall kill it at twilight.” (v. 6)

Symbol: The innocent dying for the guilty.

Fulfillment: Jesus, the Lamb of God, was slain publicly at twilight, the very hour Passover lambs
were being killed.

4. The Blood Applied

“They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel...” (v. 7)
Symbol: The blood of substitution marking the home.
Fulfillment: The blood of Christ marks and covers the believer’s life.

Page10f3



5. The Roasting by Fire

“...roasted in fire, with unleavened bread.” (v. 8)

Symbol: Judgment endured in our place.

Fulfillment: Jesus bore the fire of God’s wrath for sin (Isaiah 53:10).

6. The Unleavened Bread & Bitter Herbs

“...with unleavened bread, and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.” (v. 8)
Symbol: Unleavened bread = purity, sinlessness. Bitter herbs = the bitterness of bondage.
Fulfillment: Jesus, the Bread of Life (John 6:35), lived with\out sin and bore our bitterness.

7. Eating the Lamb

“They shall eat the flesh on that night...” (v. 8)
Symbol: Internalizing the sacrifice.
Fulfillment: Jesus, 'Unless you eat My flesh and drink My blood, you have no life in you.' (John 6:53)

8. The Posture of Readiness

“With a belt on your waist, sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand...” {v. 11)
Symbol: Readiness to follow and obey.

Fulfillment: Believers are pilgrims, not settlers (Heb. 11:13).

9. The Death of the Firstborn
“Every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die...” (v. 12)
Symbol: Judgment on sin and God’s right of ownership.

Fulfillment: Jesus, God’s Firstborn Son, died in our place (Rom 8:29).

10. The Passing Over

“When | see the blood, | will pass over you...” {v. 13)

Symbol: Divine protection through substitution.

Fulfillment: Judgment passes over those covered by the blood of Christ (Rom 8:1).
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11. The Ordinance of Remembrance

“This day shall be to you a memorial...” (v. 14)

Symbol: Continual remembrance of redemption.

Fulfillment: The Lord’s Supper — 'Do this in remembrance of Me." (Luke 22:19)

12. The Feast of Unleavened Bread

“Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread...” (v. 15)
Symbol: Complete separation from corruption.
Fulfillment: A continual life of purity through Christ.

13. The Hyssop Branch

“Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood...” {v. 22)

Symbol: Faith — the simple instrument by which grace is applied.
Fulfillment: Hyssop was lifted to Jesus’ lips on the cross (John 19:29).

14. The Mixed Multitude

“And a mixed multitude went up also with them...” {v. 38)
Symbol: God’s salvation is for all people.

Fulfillment: Jew and Gentile united in Christ (Eph 2:13-14).
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15. The Night of Redemption
“It is a night to be much observed unto the LORD...” {v. 42)
Symbol: The night deliverance began.

Fulfillment: The night of Jesus’ crucifixion — when darkness met the Light of the world.

16. The Exodus (Deliverance)
“..the LORD brought the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt...” {v. 51)
Symbol: Freedom from bondage.

Fulfillment: Jesus delivers us from sin’s slavery (John 8:36).

Summary Thought: Every element of Exodus 12 - the lamb, the blood, the bread, the fire, the
hyssop, the timing, the feast — was prophecy in motion. It all pointed ahead to the greater
Lamb, the greater Deliverance, and the greater Covenant sealed at Calvary.

The Passover was the shadow. The Cross is the substance. And, the Blood still speaks.
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